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Tips on keeping a
home shipshape
while it’s on the
market
UNIVERSAL UCLICK

Due to ﬁnancial problems, a librarian of 62 is anxious to sell her
white, multilevel house to cut expenses. Properties in her well-kept
neighborhood, with award-winning schools, are in high demand.
Her asking price is fair. But after
six weeks on the market and many
showings, she’s had zero bids.
What’s wrong? Sid Davis, the
real estate broker handling her
listing,
says
the librarian’s
SMART
housekeeping
is at fault. Due
MOVES
to her bad habits, he says her
place is rarely
in
showing
shape
when
prospects come
over.
“The
truth
is
this
seller
ELLEN JAMES
is very messy,
MARTIN
and that can be
a big issue for
anyone trying to get a house sold,”
says Davis, author of “A Survival
Guide to Selling a Home.”
An avid reader, the librarian
often allows books to stack up on
chairs, tables and sofas throughout her three-bedroom home.
Dirty clothing and towels are often left on the ﬂoor of her master
bedroom suite. And her kitchen
is often unsightly, with cluttered
counters and dishes often left in
the sink.
As her story illustrates, the
strain of keeping an unsold home
looking right is a problem for many
homeowners. Still, Davis says sellers who fail to keep their property
clean and clutter-free often have to
endure a more protracted selling
process than they would if they’d
kept their home spiffy.
Keeping a For Sale property orderly is important in any housing
market. But it’s especially crucial
at a time when there’s an abundance of housing inventory for
sale.
“A well-priced creme de la creme
house in a top neighborhood will
eventually sell in any market —
no matter how many houses are
for sale there. But a junker in the
same neighborhood is always hard
to sell, except in boom times when
buyers have very few choices,” Davis says.
He says many home sellers need
constant prodding from their
agents to keep their property in
showing shape. Here are a few
pointers for home sellers:
■ Pack away your clutter in advance of your sale.
As a professional organizer and
a former real estate agent, Vicki
Norris knows how tough it is to
keep a For Sale home in prime
showing shape. And the process is
especially hard for those who must
sell involuntarily.
“When you’re facing a big ﬁnancial challenge, it’s emotionally a
lot harder to keep your house in
good condition because of all the
stress,” says Norris, who runs her
own consulting ﬁrm, Restoring
Order.
To make it easier to limit clutter during the showing period,
she advises sellers to cull through
their belongings before their property goes on the market. Toss out
or give away any items you don’t
intend to keep and place the rest
in boxes, which should be neatly

Monarch aluminum-clad, energy-efﬁcient windows, custom glass in the double front doors and West Coast cedar siding keep the
signature style of this modernist California Rambler in Highland Woods.
STAFF PHOTOS BY SALLY KEENEY

Up from the ashes

A California Rambler gets a modernist makeover
BY SALLY KEENEY
CORRESPONDENT

The house at 1034 Highland Woods Road
is rising from the ashes of a 2009 house ﬁre
thanks to builder Woody Claris, who began
reimagining what could be placed on the footprint of the brick foundation when the owners
decided to rebuild in 2010.
The main ﬂoor of the house was too damaged by smoke and water to be repaired, according to Claris, who worked with Habitat
Reuse of Durham and Orange Counties to salvage what could be salvaged to beneﬁt Habitat and other home owners by recycling.
Then the dreaming started.
The owners wanted a garage instead of a
carport. They wanted an amply-sized mudroom separate from a large laundry with
cabinets and desk space for a computer and

hobby interests. They wanted formal spaces
and a large, informal great room adjacent to
a roomy kitchen.
Claris wanted to rid the house of wasted
space that 1950s-style long narrow hallways
create. He also wanted the 7.5-foot ceiling
in the walk-out basement to be raised, which
would allow that 2,600-square-foot area to
achieve its full potential in the future.
Built originally in the late-1950s in the style
of a raised, modernist California Rambler, the
main ﬂoor of the house has been totally redesigned by Claris with the assistance of Diane Oxley and Roy Brown of Abodesign LLC
(919-479-1013).
The house retains its signature groundhugging proﬁle and minimalist style. Claris
used West Coast Cedar siding and Hardiboard trim in building the distinguishing

General contractor Woody Claris stands behind the maple Merillat cabinets as
sub-contractor Tim Johnson of Johnson Renovations ﬁnishes installing a door to the
powder room of this house at 1034 Highland Woods.

dovecotes, large eaves, and board and batten
style of California Ramblers.
In the modernist style, he retained the
8-foot wide front doors that open to an 11-by14-foot foyer that allows glimpses of the backyard through ﬂoor-to-ceiling windows and
doors. He raised the ceiling of the 16-by-23foot great room to create a cathedral ceiling
with recessed lighting.
Although he had to dismantle the woodburning ﬁreplace to gain space for the great
room, he positioned a gas-log ﬁreplace in the
corner of the room with space above the mantle for a large-screen television. In addition to
the great room, the house also has a formal
11-by-23-foot living room.
The removal of the original ﬁreplace also
allowed the design of the master bedroom
suite and two additional bedrooms that share
a buddy bath to be created without the use
of a long hallway between them. The home’s
current, short hallway is a spacious four feet
wide, which allows easy access to the master
bedroom suite and a place for family photos.
Almost all of the homes in this neighborhood are on at least half to one-acre tracts.
The house at 1034 Highland Woods is set far
back on its lot with specimen Magnolias and
mature shrubbery allowing the front porch
and yard to have privacy usually found only
in a back yard.
The siting of the house also made it easy
for Claris to add a garage without having it
be the focal point of the house. He turned the
carport into a garage with the doors opening
to the side.
Homeowners entering the house from the
garage step up to a large mudroom that opens
to a laundry/hobby room, the kitchen and to
the 11.5-by-13.5-foot formal dining room. For
those who love entertaining, this would allow
a Butler’s pantry to be added to the wall of the
mudroom adjacent to the formal dining room.
Although this would be overkill for most,
since the 16-by-10-foot kitchen with its tall,
ﬂat-panel Merillat maple cabinets has ample
storage space.
Claris added six courses of brick to the
foundation, which gave an extra 16 inches of
height to this space, which is actually about
200 square feet larger than the main ﬂoor
SEE HIGHLAND WOODS, PAGE 2B

SEE SMARTMOVES, PAGE 2B

NEW One Story SOLAR Home w/Basement
    
  

Open Today 2 - 4 PM

   
  
 

  !
 

Extreme energy efficient construction, solar hot water and
2.4 kWh photovoltaic array add up to huge energy savings
in this Craftsman inspired home.
Bright airy interior, all hardwood and tile flooring, large
rooms, large screened porch & deck.
Located in a community of ENERGY STAR® homes five
minutes from shopping, restaurants and UNC Park ‘n Ride
Custom design and construction offered on remaining lots
$13,000 in Renewable Energy Tax Credits Available.

Offered at $485,000

Contact: Betty Cross, Keller Williams Realty

PA I D A D V E RT I S E M E N T

Large Carrboro parcel of land
for estate or development available now!
2.69 acres of beautiful wooded land
accessed from Hillsborough Road near
Carrboro Elementary School. Build estate
home or subdivide into up to four home
sites.
Offered at $610,000
by Logan Carter, Fonville Morisey Realty.
Call for details and site plans, 919-418-4694.
www.logancarter.com
PA I D A D V E RT I S E M E N T
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School, the latter of which
is in walking distance. St.
Thomas More Catholic
School is across 15-501 Bypass.
It is an easy walk or bicycle ride to UNC’s main campus, the Botanical Gardens,
UNC’s Finley Golf Course
and Cross Country running
trail. Some of the homes in
Highland Woods back up to
Finley and others to the 600
acres of conservation lands
of the Botanical Gardens
where there are miles of hiking trails.
Currently there are three
homes for sale in Highland
Woods: an Edward D. “Ned”
Dart designed home of 1,758
square feet at 1004 Highland
Woods built in 1957 and
which retains almost all of its
original ﬁxtures and design
A balcony-level, brick patio off the great room
is now offered at $274,000
by Jay Parker and Don Bas- overlooks a huge crape myrtle in the backyard of the
house at 1034 Highland Woods.
night of Weaver Street Realty (919-929-5658); a 3,411
PHOTO BY SALLY KEENEY
square-foot home anchored
by a free-standing stone
For a history on the creation of Highﬁreplace at 1018 Highland Woods built
land
Woods in the mid-1950s, read “The
in 1959 and now offered at $299,000 by
April Grossman of Shelter Real Estate Saga of Highland Woods” by Judson J.
(919-260-5875); and the above home at VanWyk (version of August 18, 2003)
1034 Highland Woods being offered at available at the Chapel Hill Library.
$525,000 by Gayle Claris of Prudential
Sally Keeney can be reached at
Carolinas York Simpson Underwood
shkeeney@yahoo.com or 919-942-1027.
(919-423-4233).

since it includes the area under the main
level’s outdoor brick balcony. The basement, itself, is unﬁnished except for new,
energy-efﬁcient windows and door.
When you walk out of the basement,
you are under the shade of a specimen,
red-hued Crape Myrtle in the back yard,
which has a buffer of trees between it and
the edge of Highland Woods. Homeowners and/or their guests will also enjoy this
view from the main level brick balcony off
the great room, master bedroom suite,
kitchen and laundry room.
Meet the builder
Red oak ﬂoors will gleam throughout
the main ﬂoor of the house, except for the
2.5 baths which feature ceramic tile. But
when you come to the open house October 23, the ﬂoors will not be gleaming.
The bathroom tile will be started, but not
completed. The walls will be primed, but
the ﬁnished coat will not be there. The
house is still under construction, waiting for new owners to choose ﬁnishing
details because the current owners are
starting new lives elsewhere.
Claris, a Triangle builder since 1979
and former president of the local Home
Builders Association will be available during the open house to answer questions
and talk to visitors about the possibilities
for expansion in the walk-out basement.
To learn more about Claris Inc., go
to www.clarisinc.comor call
919-625-3263. To see more
photos of the house at 1034
Highland Woods, log onto
www.gayleclaris.pruysu.
com/1802371
About Highland Woods
Highland Woods is an enclave of 25 homes — many of
them modernist houses – located across Old Mason Farm
Road from the North Carolina
Botanical Garden and across
15-501 Bypass from Laurel
Hill, a neighborhood which
hugs the University of North
Carolina’s main campus near
the Law School and Institute
of Government.
Children living in Highland
Woods would attend Chapel
Hill-Carrboro City Schools:
East Chapel Hill High School,
Culbreth Middle School
and Glenwood Elementary
The original ﬂoor plan was created by Diane Oxley and Roy Brown of Abodesign of Bahama, NC.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

stacked in your garage or storage area.
“It’s not necessary to empty your house
completely. You just need to reduce the volume of furniture and extra things that crowd
the place,” she says.
■ Allocate time each morning to straighten
up your home.
Home sellers who have a property on the
market for a protracted period can’t count on
outsiders to do the daily tasks necessary to
keep their place in prime showing condition.
Yet as long as their home remains unsold,
they must be ready for visitors.
“Nowadays, homebuyers are incredibly impatient. You’re lucky if you get two hours notice before a showing,” Davis says.
He urges home sellers to set aside 15 minutes each morning to tidy their property.
■ Consider hiring a professional cleaning
service at the outset.
It could be a smart strategic move for you
to cover the cost of a cleaning crew to come in
for a major in-depth cleaning.
“Sellers who start with a professional cleaning have a much easier time keeping their
place clean all the way to their date of sale,”
Davis says.
Though such a major house-cleaning job
can cost well over $100, Davis says the investment should hold you for at least two to three
months before it needs to be redone.
■ Get everyone in your household to cooperate for a successful sale.
People whose homes remain unsold for a
long period can slip back into bad habits as
the selling process drags on. For instance,
they might forget and leave a greasy frying
pan soaking in the sink while they’re away at
the ofﬁce.
“The core of the problem is that selling a
house turns your life upside down. Yet you
can’t slack off, not even for one day because,
as luck would have it, that will be the day a
serious buyer comes over for a look,” Davis
says.
He says those with small children ﬁnd it
especially challenging to keep the kids’ toys
put away. But you can’t afford to let their playthings litter the entryway to your property or
to clutter their bedrooms.
“How you decide to incentivize your kids
is up to you. Maybe you could promise them
a new video game if they cooperate or withhold their allowance if they don’t. But whatever you decide, you need to be sure your kids
are on your team, helping you get that house
sold,” Davis says.
To contact Ellen James Martin, e-mail her at
ellenjamesmartin@gmail.com.

specializing in the finest homes in chapel hill and durham

7312 UNION GROVE CHURCH ROAD
CHAPEL HILL

Create a family compound without compromise with this elegant stone Georgian
estate. Enjoy the countryside with complete privacy yet convenient access to
Chapel Hill and Durham. The home sits at the highest point on its 17 acre
wooded lot but is not visible from the road. The classic ﬂoor plan includes
ﬁve bedrooms and six full and three half baths in 9300 square feet. Great
entertaining spaces with living room and dining room opening off large foyer
with grand circular stair. Built for families with a large kitchen with center
island and breakfast room and adjacent family room and screened porch.
Multiple ofﬁce spaces, including a large main level room (which could be the
master bedroom) and two second level rooms. Current second level master suite
occupies one end of the house and includes a private balcony and large sitting
room, which could be turned into an ofﬁce. Four children’s/guest bedrooms
occupy the other side, two of which access a private balcony. There is another
ofﬁce/study with a half bath in this wing. Lower level exercise room and storage.
Chapel Hill schools. Offered at $3,100,000

24102 CHERRY
GOVERNORS CLUB, CHAPEL HILL

One of the great homes of Governors Club, this home combines Old World
charm with modern livability. Savor dramatic 25 mile views from atop Edwards
Ridge in prestigious Highland Pond. The home includes four bedrooms, ﬁve full
and two half baths in 8300 square feet on 3.1 secluded acres. The paneled study,
living room, breakfast room, sunroom and main level master suite enjoy the
long views and abundant natural light. Additional bedrooms are possible in a
daylight lower level room with adjacent bath currently programmed as a media
room and second level attic space preframed for expansion. The kitchen is
well-designed for entertaining, including two dishwashers and a large pantry. It
features hand hewn oak beams and has appeared in national magazines. Finest
construction quality by BRW. Offered at $2,625,000

117 LAVINIA LANE
THE SHIRE, CHAPEL HILL

520 E. FrAnklin StrEEt

• Walk to campus and restaurants
• 3 bedrooms, 3 full baths
• Polished hardwood floors
• Modern addition with new kitchen
• Lower level efficiency apartment
with private entrance
• Parking for 4 cars

This is one of the ﬁnest family homes in the area and only ﬁve
minutes from downtown Chapel Hill! The estate property
includes 16+ acres, complete with its own golf driving range,
regulation basketball court and large pool. The stunning
gourmet kitchen, which was featured in Better Homes and
Gardens Magazine, opens to a two-story great room with
views of the pool. The media room is fully equipped. The
fabulous master suite with sitting room includes a master bath
with cathedral ceilings. There are ﬁve additional bedrooms
including a third ﬂoor suite with a kitchenette.
Reduced $50,000 to $1,425,000.

12041 IREDELL
GOVERNORS CLUB, CHAPEL HILL

Enjoy extensive fairway views from this brick and cedar home behind
the 6th tee of the Lakes Course. Fantastic main level master suite with
separate sitting room, elegant bath with bidet, giant closet and private
screened porch. Professional chef’s kitchen with granite countertops
and a butcher block island with 5 burner Dacor range, Dacor double
ovens and two Bosch dishwashers. Open ﬂoor plan incorporates
multiple gathering spaces and dining area. Upstairs includes two
bedrooms en suite and a study/ofﬁce which could be a third. Second
ofﬁce near the kitchen. Large attic and unﬁnished daylight basement
spaces provide ample storage or expansion potential. Private location
with no adjacent lots. 4,266 sq. ft. Reduced $30,000 to $715,000.
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CottageOnFranklin.com

919-601-7339 or 800-220-6760
Offered by AuctionFirst North Carolina, Inc.
NCBL #221277, NCAL #8121 & 8116

please visit our comprehensive
website to see more of the finest homes
in chapel hill and durham.
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